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H I S T O R Y OF C A N A D A . 

Two very important arbitrations in which Canada was much in
terested have taken place within a recent period between Great Britain 
and the United States, the first relating to the rights possessed by 
British subjects in the seal fisheries of Behring Sea, and the second as 
to the boundary between Alaska (purchased by the United States from 
Russia in 1867) and Canada. In the first case the claims advanced, 
mainly in behalf of Canada by Great Britain, were fully upheld (Septem
ber, 1893). In the second there was some disappointment in Canada 
over the award (October, 1903) which did not however in any serious 
degree affect Canadian interests. 

The year 1908 marked the completion of three centuries of Cana
dian history, reckoning from the foundation of Quebec by Champlain 
in 1608. As the date approached various plans for its due celebration 
were discussed. The three centuries in question were divided into 
two almost exactly equal portions by the taking of Quebec in the year 
1759. It seemed desirable therefore that steps should be taken, not 
only for the celebration of so interesting an anniversary, but also for in
stituting some permanent memorial of the birth of a new Canada in 
the shock of two mighty forces on the Plains of Abraham. The situation 
and scenery of Quebec furnished an incomparable stage for spectacular 
and dramatic effects; and a number of suitable historic pageants were 
carried through with immense success in the week beginning July 24 
before a vast multitude of spectators drawn from every part of Canada 
and from far beyond her borders. The effect of the celebration was 
heightened by the presence of the Prince of Wales (now H. M. King 
George V), whose arrival in the battleship Indomitable had been pre
ceded by that of a squadron of four other battleships and two protected 
cruisers. The occasion was marked also by the complimentary visit 
of one French and two United States war vessels. A most interesting 
feature was a military review in which 12,000 Canadian troops and 3,000 
marines and sailors from the battleships took part. Field Marshal 
Lord Roberts, who was present, cabled to the King his great satisfac
tion with the precision, order and organization manifested in the ma
noeuvres. The celebration as a whole formed a most impressive and 
memorable moment in the national life of Canada. 

The movement for the perpetuation of the memories of 1759-60 
took the form of a scheme for the purchase of the ancient battlefield 
and its conversion into a National Park, with which might be connected 
an historical and military museum. Liberal contributions have been 
made towards it by the Dominion Government, the several Provincial 
Governments, and many leading corporations and individuals. The 
scheme is now in course of realization.1 

A celebration that was in a manner preliminary to that of July, 
1908, was one held at Quebec on May 6 of the same year to mark the 
two hundredth anniversary of the death of the celebrated and justly 
venerated Laval, the first bishop of Quebec. The enthusiasm which it 
evoked was unbounded, and it will long be remembered as an event of 
the highest interest and significance. 

In the year 1898 the difficulties which had arisen between the Brit
ish Government and the Transvaal, on the subject of the legal disabilities 

i See also Canada Year Book of 1908, pp xxiv-xrvii. 


